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DANCE OF SEASONS      TRACK ATTACK
The Eastern track and field teams 
will host their first outdoor meet of 
the season this weekend at O’Brien 
Field .
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The EIU dancers will host their
 ‘Seasons’ concert Friday at the 
Theatre in Doudna Fine Arts Center.
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Provost, page 5 
OLIVIA SWENSON-HULTZ | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Panelists share their opinions during a discussion on immigration related issues following their I Am Migration 
documentary, which was based on immigrants they interviewed in the area.
Documentary shares immigration stories
CAA, page 5 
By Kennedy Nolen
Multicultural Reporter | @KennedyNolenEIU
EIU Students for Peace and Jus-
tice showcased their original docu-
mentary “I am Migration” Thurs-
day night, which revealed several un-
named immigrants’ stories of strug-
gle and hardship they endured while 
migrating from their home coun-
tries.
The main message behind the film 
was to show immigrants who come 
to the United States are here for a 
better life.
Brenda Cuellar, a member of SPJ, 
is a former U.S. Director at the Mi-
grant Resource Center in Sonora, 
Mexico.
She said the top three reasons why 
people leave their home countries to 
go to the U.S. are to flee poverty, vi-
olence and a corrupt government.
One of the men in the stories 
said he walked through the desert to 
Houston for four days and stayed in-
side of a warehouse for four days.
Another man walked for two days 
and one night to make it to the U.S.
Cuellar said these people would 
not risk walking through the desert 
for multiple days in extreme weath-
er if the conditions they are living in 
are not worth escaping.
Around half the population of 
Mexico lives in poverty, according to 
statistics in the documentary.
Less than five percent of the U.S. 
workforce is made up of undocu-
mented immigrants, the documenta-
ry said, and the undocumented im-
migrants are filling the void of un-
wanted jobs in agriculture and labor.
Another man in the documentary 
said he came to the U.S. so his chil-
dren could have the opportunity to 
receive a good education, because he 
was unable to receive one in Mexico 
as a child. He said he wanted them 
to have a better life.
SPJ adviser Doris Nordin said she 
came to the U.S. from Monterrey, 
Mexico in 2002 and got her work 
permit and residence card two years 
later. In 2012, she became a U.S. cit-
izen. 
Nordin said she befriended a few 
people when when she moved to 
Charleston. She took one of her new 
friends to Walmart to purchase in-
gredients for a dish she was cooking.
When Nordin showed him two 
different products and asked his 
opinion, he did not reply until she 
read the labels to him. It turns out 
her friend was not literate and only 
went to school until first grade.
He told his father he did not want 
to go to school because his teach-
er was mean, and his father allowed 
him to stay home to work in the 
fields.
Nordin said she told the audience 
the story of her friend who could not 
read and has been working since he 
was a little boy, because it is the story 
of millions of people.
A man in the documentary said 
he went to school only until fourth 
grade, so he worked with the skills 
he had.
Chelsea Picken, a member of SPJ, 
said immigrants are just like us.
“Most come here for family mem-
bers, for their kids and for what we 
consider basic human needs,” Pick-
en said.
Cuellar said if American citizens 
do not help address the problems 
like violence and poverty in Latin 
America, immigration problems also 
will not get solved. 
Cuellar suggested Americans can 
help the poverty situation in Mexi-
co through buying from free-trade 
companies, such as Just Coffee Co-
operative.
Kennedy Nolen can be reached at 
581-2812 or kdnolen@eiu.edu.
Provost candidate talks diversity, flexibility
CAA
tables 
Gateway 
admission
revisions
By Chrissy Miller
Administration Reporter | @DEN_News
The third provost candidate Jay 
Gatrell took a personal approach to 
address issues students and faculty 
mentioned in the student and facul-
ty forums yesterday.
Gatrell currently serves as Vice 
Provost at Bellarmine University. 
Gatrell said part of the reason he 
is qualified for this position is his 
breadth of experience in higher ed-
ucation. He said starting higher ed-
ucation as a Pell grant-eligible first-
generation college student gives him 
a unique perspective.
“I’ve basically done everything in 
terms of the academic works portfo-
lio,” Gatrell said.
Senior history major Michael 
Spencer said he was curious what 
Gatrell would do to make a market-
ing plan that works with the mission 
statement, which prioritizes arts and 
humanities.
“In the hiring advertisement that 
Eastern put out for this job, the top 
section is dedicated primarily to the 
entrepreneurial duties of the pro-
vost,” Spencer said. “In past sessions, 
when people have spoken to the en-
trepreneurial duties of provost, those 
have tended to be geared toward the 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Mathematics).”
Gatrell said it is possible to be en-
trepreneurial in the arts and human-
ities. He said one way to accomplish 
this would be a digital humanities 
or digital arts program. He also sug-
gested making students and faculty 
talents more visible in the commu-
nity through hosting an art show off 
campus.
“Effective mission statements, as 
they are lived and experienced, they 
evolve, they change and are by defi-
nition entrepreneurial,” Gatrell said 
directly addressing Spencer.
JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Jay Gatrell, provost candidate No. 3 met with students and faculty Thurs-
day in the Tuscola/Arcola Room of the Martin Luther King Jr. Union to 
provide information about his past and answer questions from those in 
attendance. Gatrell is currently the Vice Provost at Bellarmine University 
in Louisville, Ky. Gatrell gave several suggestions for improving Eastern’s 
academic programs including a digital humanities or digital arts program.
By Jason Hardimon
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
The Council on Academic Affairs ap-
proved 3 items on its agenda Thursday 
and tabled a proposal for revisions to In-
ternal Governing Policy no. 68 to allow 
for further discussion concerning pro-
posed changes to the Gateway program 
in the university catalog. 
Stacey Ruholl, CAA chair, opened 
discussion of IGP no. 68 by stating that 
several parties had voiced their concerns 
with the proposed revisions ahead of 
Thursday’s meeting. 
Kelly Miller, the director of admis-
sions, explained how the proposals orig-
inated. 
Miller said the admissions office con-
tinues to hear from students and advi-
sors that Eastern’s three-tiered admis-
sions requirements are too difficult. 
They decided to form a committee to 
look specifically at Eastern’s admissions 
criteria so that it aligned with other in-
stitutions. 
“When we thought we were ready 
to come to CAA and update the cata-
log, we discovered that our admissions 
policies were six pages of the catalog and 
it included all of this other stuff,” Mill-
er said. “International programs, immu-
nization records, Gateway… many of 
which had not been updated for I don’t 
know how many years.”
Miller said she then approached 
Mona Davenport, the director of mi-
nority affairs, and suggested that the 
description of the Gateway program 
seemed out of line.
“There are all these other things that 
are under our admission policies that I 
had no idea would be under admission 
policies. But we thought, while we’re 
here let’s clean everything up and clarify 
it so it is current with what we’re actual-
ly doing,” Miller said. 
Davenport said the Gateway pro-
gram began as the Minority Assistance 
Program in 1990. Davenport served as 
an adviser when the MAP program was 
founded and when the information for 
the catalog was written. 
Davenport said after prompted to re-
view the Gateway program’s descrip-
tion by Miller, she deleted a passage that 
read, “Students admitted to the pro-
gram are provided the following: des-
ignated program academic advisors; as-
sessment of basic skills in reading, writ-
ing, and mathematics; placement in 
specified courses; and programs select-
ed to address special needs or deficien-
cies identified by assessment,” Daven-
port said when the program started in 
1990, the students met exclusively with 
academic advisors. 
Local weather
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CHICAGO (AP) — An audit of Chi-
cago State University by Illinois' audi-
tor general has found that the embattled 
school improperly reported nearly $52 
million in federal awards.
The report by the state's Auditor Gen-
eral Frank Mautino says the university 
didn't properly prepare expenditure re-
ports, as required by federal law, for feder-
al awards of more than $51.7 million for 
two loan programs from the Department 
of Education.
The report said two awards from the 
Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices related to a program for providing 
training and education to eligible indi-
viduals for health-care related professions 
were also improperly classified. The school 
is required to identify all federal awards re-
ceived and expended as well as the feder-
al programs under which they're received 
in its accounts.
Chicago State 
found to have im-
properly reported 
federal rewards
WASHINGTON (AP) — Rus-
sian experts painted a sinister picture 
of Russian meddling in the 2016 elec-
tion Thursday, telling the Senate intel-
ligence committee about fake news, 
cyber trolls, smear campaigns and 
even slayings they say could have ties 
to the Kremlin.
Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., told his 
colleagues on the committee that dur-
ing the previous 24 hours, his former 
presidential campaign team was un-
successfully targeted — for the second 
time — by hackers at an unknown 
internet address in Russia. House 
Speaker Paul Ryan also was targeted 
by internet hackers recently, said Clint 
Watts of the Foreign Policy Research 
Institute.
Russian experts
fear extent of 
hacking efforts
By Rachel Benda
Contributing Reporter | @RBenda2
The EIU Dancers will be per-
forming a variety of dances, all 
portraying the theme ‘Seasons’ for 
their Spring Concert on Friday 
and Saturday at the Theatre in the 
Doudna Fine Arts Center.
There will be three chances to 
see the show: Friday at 7 p.m. and 
Saturday at  2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
Tickets are $5 for students and 
$10 for general admission. Tickets 
can be purchased online at Doud-
na’s website or the box office the 
day of the event.
The routines consist of ballet, 
jazz, contemporary, hip-hop and 
tap dances; all  centered around 
autumn, winter, spring and sum-
mer. Each of the 12 dancers will 
perform up to nine dances and 
each season has up to five rou-
tines.
The girls do most of the prep-
aration themselves;  dancer and 
junior psychology major Chel-
sea Stinnett said. Along with the 
dances, they are responsible for 
their own hair and makeup, she 
said.
“The dances, music and light-
ing all coordinate to the season 
being depicted,” dancer and junior 
family and consumer sciences ma-
jor Jill Brinati said. There is a lot 
that goes into each of the danc-
es other than the routines them-
selves. “The lighting comes from 
the people at Doudna, they put in 
long hours to make sure it’s per-
fect for us,” Stinnet said.
The EIU Dancers, along with 
their director, Eastern alumni Co-
rina Middleton, have been work-
ing since September, choreograph-
ing and perfecting their dances to 
showcase on Friday and Saturday.
The two head choreographers, 
Brinati and senior graphic design 
major Natal ie  Stanley,  choreo-
graphed the opening performance 
and the closing performance to-
gether then separately planned the 
other several dances. 
Between per formances ,  v id-
eos of  their  past  per formances 
and practices will be played on a 
screen behind the stage. 
“We do this so people get to see 
what we do all year round to prep 
for the show and so people can see 
all the creativity and production 
that goes into all of this,” Stinnet 
said.
Rachel Benda can be reached at 
581-2812 or rrbenda@eiu.edu.
EIU Dancers to star in ‘Seasons’ 
FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
The EIU dancers perform during a dress rehearsal. Their next perfor-
mance titled 'Seasons' will begin Friday at 7 pm in The Theater in the 
Doudna Fine Arts Center. There will be a total of three showings for the 
'Seasons' performance. 
 By Lee Mayhood 
Contributing Writer | @DEN_News
The 40th annual symposium 
of the Historical Administration 
Program Association will focus 
on its theme “Making Museums 
Relevant for Diverse Communi-
ties.” 
Participants can learn how dif-
ferent institutions attract groups 
of visitors to their museums and 
try to make museums more rele-
vant for diverse groups.
A full schedule and registration 
form can be found on the His-
torical Administration webpage. 
   An alumni gathering free to at-
tend will be held from 6 to 9 p.m. 
Friday at the Dudley House at 
895 7th St.
The keynote speaker at this 
year’s event is Rehema Barber, 
director and chief curator of the 
Tarble Arts Center. 
Accord ing  to  the  p rogram 
guide, other presenters include 
Rachel  Kimpton,  Lauren Wi-
ley, and Melody Williams, pro-
gram directors of Museum Game 
Night; Sara Phalen, director of 
Chicago West Museum; and Anni 
Holm, curator of the People Made 
Visible Community.
Nora Pat Small, interim chair 
of the history department, said 
proceeds from the symposium 
will go towards the Historical Ad-
ministration graduate program.
HAPA is an alumni group that 
also supports the program and 
current students through financial 
support for annual study trips. 
They also created and fund a 
scholarship for the graduate pro-
gram.
Small said they release a news-
letter each semester for alumni. 
“It is a key way current students 
can network with different alum-
ni,” she said.
Lee Mayhood can be reached at 
581-2812 or lmmayhood@eiu.edu.
Museum talk to focus on diversity
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By Jade Lewis
Contributing Writer | @DEN_News
An annual spring fashion show will 
be held at 6 p.m. Saturday in the Grand 
Ballroom of the Martin Luther King Jr. 
University Union. It will be hosted by 
the African Student Association, who 
made the theme for the fashion show, “I 
Love My Africa: Views from the Moth-
erland.” 
It was inspired to give back to ASA 
alum and bring originality by basing the 
show on authentic, handmade African 
fashion and garments to promote his-
tory. 
Carol Mbouombouo, president of 
the ASA, said the show is a chance for 
audience members to learn about a cul-
ture that has graced the world with its 
beauty and richness.
Fashion show coordinator Moné 
Bulard said she has been working real-
ly hard to make the show how she en-
visioned and get students who are not 
members of the organization to model 
in the show for them.
ASA’s purpose is to spread African 
culture to Eastern. They aim to educate, 
empower, motivate and enrich the cam-
pus for the purpose of community and 
global unity.
“Without knowing your roots and 
history you won’t be able to truly love 
who you are and your origins,” Bulard 
said.
Event coordinator Kyla Hairston-
Jackson said there is a misconception 
that the ASA is only for African natives, 
but it is not.
“Joining ASA is a great way to meet 
new people, connect with others, get 
out your comfort zone, and get more in-
volved on campus,” Hairston-Jackson 
said. 
Hairston said she joined ASA last 
year to get more involved on campus 
and loved what they were all about.
In addition to the fashion show, the 
organization also has new ideas for en-
couraging students to become members 
in their organization as well. They have 
hosted talent shows, speed dating, fo-
rums, fundraisers and socials. 
Jade Lewis can be reached at 581-
2812 or jtlewis@eiu.edu.
Spring fashion show to promote African culture Saturday
SUBMIT TED | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Models in the African Student Association’s annual fashion show pose after 
modeling their outfits at the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union in The 
Grand Ballroom.
By Kalyn Hayslett
Editor-in-Chief | @DEN_News 
With different experiences fueling 
their passion for education, incumbent 
Charles Jarrell and newcomer Matt Titus 
are running for a position on the Board 
of Education for Charleston Communi-
ty Unit School District No. 1. 
Charleston residents can vote to elect 
either Titus or Jarrell for a 4-year term 
on Tuesday. 
Jarrell, current vice president of the 
Charleston School Board and chair of 
the social sciences and teacher education 
department at Lake Land College, said 
his 23 years of teaching experience is his 
biggest asset.
Jarrell, a self-described “education 
geek,” studies educational trends. 
As a teacher, he said he understands 
the problems educators face.
Jarrell has two children in the school 
district.
Matt Titus, an Eastern alumnus and 
consultant for a Champaign organiza-
tion that works with human services, 
said he does not have as much teaching 
experience but does substitute teach.
Titus has coached the Charles-
ton High School Speech and Drama 
team and is a former student from the 
Charleston School District.
Titus said being a part of Coles To-
gether and the campaign for the 1 per-
cent sales tax increase that provided reve-
nue for school facility repairs helped him 
learn about problems in the district and 
teachers’ concerns.
Both candidates plan on using the 
sales tax to fix facilities and create more 
technological resources.
Jarrell said there is a list of needed fa-
cility repairs for all of the schools in the 
district.
However, he said Jefferson Elementa-
ry School needs extensive attention be-
cause it was built in the 1900s. 
“I remember going to Parent-Teacher 
Night at the elementary school this past 
fall and in the middle of the hallway, 
they had buckets catching water coming 
into the building,” Jarrell said. 
Jarrell said his number one goal is to 
improve and maintain the quality of the 
school’s education with updated text-
books and more technological resources.
“(We need to) make sure we are mak-
ing policies that support the education-
al needs of the students and the teach-
ers,” Jarrell said. 
He said children and teachers need 
access to the latest and best education-
al resources.
Titus said his parents moved him 
from Mattoon to Charleston because of 
the strength of the city’s educational pro-
gram.
 His goal is to make people from 
around the state make the same deci-
sion.
Titus suggested the school board pro-
mote more collaborations with Eastern 
to provide mentors for students to help 
them reach their highest potential. 
“I’d love to see a mentoring program 
because this is one of those low-cost, 
high impact ways we can use the re-
sources we to have to make most differ-
ence,” Titus said. 
While collaborating with schools is 
not Jarrell’s top priority, he said these 
partnerships should not be limited.
“I think every school in the state is 
going through issues and I think mak-
ing a collaborative effort as a whole, as 
a state, to try to solve these education-
al issues is the way to go,” Jarrell said. 
“(This is) not just limited to schools in 
the south but schools all over.” 
Titus said he has already established 
connections with nine different school 
districts including Effingham and Cum-
berland Counties. 
“When we look at the future we 
shouldn’t feel boxed in because right 
now that’s how the board feels; they hate 
making cuts,” Titus said “What we have 
to start doing is building alliances with 
other downstate schools, whether it’s 
Mattoon or bringing in any number of 
surrounding schools.” 
Building this alliance with southern 
schools will help with lobbying efforts, 
Titus said.
Titus said he wants to be a representa-
tive during regional meetings of the Illi-
nois Association of School Boards. 
“Charleston needs to start going to 
those meetings because right now they 
are not. I understand why it’s a budget 
crisis and to spend a few thousand to 
send some folks to a conference sounds 
like a extravagance, but I see it as an in-
vestment,” Titus said. 
Both candidates want to implement 
more means of generating money for the 
district through grants. 
Titus said he wants to improve the 
school district’s website and social media 
accounts by sharing the positives in both 
the classes and sports teams.
“It has been a challenge because of 
the situation the state has put us in but 
I have enjoyed working with the other 
board members and with the communi-
ty as a whole to try to find solutions for 
the difficult situations we were put in,” 
Jarrell said. “I think I have more to give 
and more to contribute.”
Kalyn Hayslett can be reached at 
581-2812 or kehayslett@eiu.edu.
Jarrell, Titus run for Charleston board of education
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Justin Brown
Schrodinger’s Dad Joke
DANIEL FOX | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Dad jokes the 
pinnacle of 
humor in any 
kind of venue 
Teen girls do not need more grief than life affords
Q: What do you call cheese that is not 
yours? A: No(t)cho Cheese. Haha. 
This is the joke of all jokes, the funni-
est joke that comes to mind when I think 
of jokes. Even if many of you will not see it 
my way. 
Ok, maybe that one is not funny. Try this 
one. 
Q: Why did the scarecrow get promoted? 
A: He was outstanding in his field. 
Now if that did not get a chuckle, then 
you are probably just like the rest of the 
staff of The Daily Eastern News who rare-
ly find my “dad jokes” funny. I mean, admit 
my jokes are funny. I know they are laughing 
hysterically on the inside.
If you did not already know, I am a non-
traditional student with kids of my own. 
Therefore, I am in fact, the “dad” of the 
newsroom. But, that does not mean my jokes 
are bad. I think it is more of the fact that I 
am a dad than it is my jokes not being fun-
ny. I see it this way—who laughs at their 
dad’s jokes in front of their friends?
I often must hold back when laughter 
starts to fill the air for the simple reason of 
not wanting to steal everyone else’s thunder. 
It is not that I do not want to add to the 
fun; it is more about me not wanting oth-
ers to realize their jokes are not as funny as 
mine. I care about other people’s feelings. 
That is part of my obligation as a dad.
Now that you all know dad is indeed fun-
nier, it is time to start to laugh with them. 
We (dads, that is) all know our jokes are fun-
ny and we would not mind sharing laughter 
with those of you whose jokes cannot com-
pare. Cheer up, you will get funnier with 
time. 
What I am trying to get across (in case 
you fail to see it) is that us dads have just as 
much to offer as you young’uns. But if you 
fail to open up to it or are too embarrassed 
to laugh at a good joke, then you are miss-
ing out. 
Even if you must fake it (on the surface), 
laugh at our jokes; they were once super fun-
ny and have been around longer than some 
of you have been born. And do not feel bad 
when you are the only one laughing because 
that just means you are the only one with 
the real sense of humor. 
Dad jokes are not meant to be told on 
stage of a high-profile comedy show; they are 
meant to bring a lite laughter to any room 
in any situation. They bring smiles when a 
smile seems impossible, they bring joy in the 
darkest of times and they can bring a group 
together when nothing else can. 
Lastly, I will leave you with one more just 
in case the last few lines brought you down. 
Q: What is the last thing on the mind of a 
bug before it hits a windshield? A: His butt. 
Ok, one more. 
Q: You ever wonder why cemeteries are so 
popular? A: Because everybody is dying to 
get in.
Justin Brown is a junior journalism major. He 
can be reached at 581-2812 or 
jlbrown@eiu.edu.
On a college campus, there is never a shortage of 
events going on. Many organizations make it their 
mission to go out and spread the word about the 
various activities they have going on. This includes 
theme weeks, months in honor of different heritag-
es and more. 
Global Justice Week, created by EIU Students for 
Peace and Justice, was a great example of an orga-
nization using a specific time to make a difference.
It is encouraging to see students such as EIU 
Students for Peace and Justice reaching out to the 
campus community and getting involved. The stu-
dents have worked hard the whole week, and even 
months on a documentary, to raise awareness for is-
sues that affects people worldwide. While students 
might see these issues played out in the pages of a 
newspaper or TV screen, it humanizes the people 
involved to hear from them face to face. 
As part of this week, Dominican-Iraqi sister 
Habiba Bihnam Toma told of her experiences work-
ing with refugees, which was illuminating for the 
audience members who attended. 
It can be easy to dismiss the experiences of some-
one who is just a name on paper, but seeing them 
speak and absorbing the lessons they tell that way 
gives what they are talking about a new dimension. 
Learning about these real-world experiences helps 
put a situation happening countries away in per-
spective for students in Charleston. 
Likewise, participating in actions that help with 
issues that affect people locally is great for the com-
munity, but also ourselves.
After the election, at protests, marches and ral-
lies, people voiced the concern that they felt help-
less and afraid. 
The best combatant to this is taking action, such 
as when members of EIU Students for Peace and 
Justice set up a table in the Library Quad this past 
Monday to tell students about climate change and 
sign a petition to President Donald Trump about it.
According to Tuesday’s edition of The Daily East-
ern News, this petition called on Trump to honor 
the Paris agreement, which would set internation-
al standards for greenhouse gas emissions, support 
the Green Climate Fund, an organization that helps 
poorer countries adjust to the effects of climate 
change and to implement the Clean Power Plan, 
which encourages states to transition to wind and 
solar power.
One students pointed out that climate change af-
fects the whole Earth, and that all environmental is-
sues are important because they are “interconnect-
ed.”
This makes the fact that students are taking ac-
tion even more important, as these issues affect us 
all.
If people feel powerless because of political or so-
cial issues and turmoil going on around the world, 
they should take an example from these students 
and take matters into their own hands. In a democ-
racy like ours, it is important to continually make 
our voices heard and known like this. Even if one 
does not necessarily agree with the stance EIU Stu-
dents or Peace and Justice is taking, one has to com-
mend their passion and the fact that they are work-
ing to keep students educated and informed on is-
sues that matter. 
Hopefully, this will only be the start of weeks or 
days being put aside for learning about the world 
around us.
Every now and again, I like to visit Facebook and 
mindlessly scroll through the never-ending display 
of videos and viral news. Some days the content is 
good—today I saw several very cute dog videos—
and sometimes it is bad.
On one of these less lucky days, I happened 
across a video that did not know if it wanted to be a 
sketch video or a viral news article. It started out as a 
sketch, showing a janitor and a principal in a school 
office. They were discussing the problem with teen 
girls at their school leaving lipstick marks on the 
bathroom mirrors.
Then the video suddenly became a news article as 
a narrator (or newscaster) announced how the jani-
tor rounded all the girls up into a bathroom to put 
them in their place.
If I was not cringing before, I started to cringe 
when the girls showed up. They were all putting on 
an exaggerated performance of a teen girl, over the 
top even if judged by the standards of low-budget 
90’s movies. They flounced and pouted and rolled 
their eyes all through the presentation until the jan-
itor dipped his mop in a toilet and used it to wipe 
down the mirrors. 
Then came the disgust. The girls were thrown 
into peals of over-acted nausea, some staggering 
away and others gagging. A flashback scene showed 
the same girls applying lipstick in the bathroom and 
kissing the mirror to test the lipstick.
I did not find anything funny about the punch-
line, but apparently someone did. I have come 
across that video several times since then, each time 
with the same self-aggrandizing caption beneath.
But why was it meant to be funny? Between the 
bad filming and the bad planning, what were audi-
ences meant to like?
The core humor (and core audience appeal) in 
this lackluster video was the fun we like to poke at 
teen girls. We love to demonize the things they love 
and cast them as self-absorbed, vapid and dramatic. 
This biting critique is aimed at all women, of 
course (what woman-loved product has managed 
to avoid deep criticism or stigma, after all?), but the 
hate we aim at teen girls is so much thicker. The 
same criticism is not lobbed at teen boys; at most, 
teen boys are the butt of jokes involving Axe body 
spray and awkward text conversations, not broad-
ranging vitriol for everything they as a group love.
Teen girls are developmentally incomplete just 
like children at any other stage. They act the way 
they act as a function of their changing bodies and 
minds. We never demonize children’s television the 
way we demonize boy bands or teen fashion trends 
because we understand that children are drawn to 
youth programming for salient reasons and that 
their choices are reflective of their development.
It is easy to forget from an adult perspective how 
hard being a teenager can be. Their problems seem 
trivial to us, and while little children are different 
enough for us to rationalize their issues and choic-
es, teens act so much like adults in so many ways 
that we tend to forget how novel their struggles are 
to them. 
Teens, especially teen girls, do not need addi-
tional hatred and scrutiny from adults on top of the 
problems they face as a necessary function of grow-
ing up.
As adults, we should devote ourselves to validat-
ing and guiding teens instead of demonizing and 
making fun of them. Though they may not show 
it all the time, teens need and appreciate that guid-
ance.
Shelby Niehaus is a senior English language 
arts major. She can be reached at 581-2812 of 
scniehaus@eiu.edu.
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Courtney Jones, a college student af-
fairs graduate student, said she wanted to 
know how Gatrell would ensure minority 
students felt welcome on campus.
“About a year ago at Missouri State 
University, a lot of students experienced 
micro aggression,” Jones said. “In case 
a situation happens here, what can you 
[Gatrell] do for the minority students, 
the international students that may have 
a problem with their professor, that may 
feel as if they don’t feel comfortable in 
their classrooms because they’re targeted?”
Gatrell said a dialogue must occur 
about how diversity is lived and expressed 
on campus. He said it is difficult work for 
everyone engaged in this dialogue, and 
while these discussions on diversity are 
powerful, they can also be painful.
“It’s an opportunity for us to use stu-
dent programming, to challenge individ-
uals and faculty to do better, to be mind-
ful,” Gatrell said. “Just because somebody 
is paying a tuition bill doesn’t mean they 
feel welcome.”
Gatrell said one way to make the tran-
sition into university easier might be to 
create a more centralized place for student 
services.
“You could create a one-stop where all 
the student services are in one location, 
so a student doesn’t have to walk across 
campus to pay their bill, to do this, to do 
that,” Gatrell said. “A one-stop shop, tru-
ly, where every question can be answered, 
where there’s cross-training and care built 
into it. That sort of co-location piece is ac-
tually a pretty low-cost solution to a com-
plex problem every student experiences.”
History professor Ed Wherle asked 
how Gatrell would handle faculty dis-
putes.
“If there is truly a conflict, sometimes 
it makes sense to bring in a third party, to 
have a dialogue and there are folks in Hu-
man Resources who can do that, and Hu-
man Relations is critical,” Gatrell said. “By 
and large when I’ve dealt with conflicts 
that have been incredibly thorny a lot of 
the times it is about lack of communica-
tion.”
Biological sciences professor Britto Na-
than said he likes Gatrell not only because 
of his ideas for improving the university, 
but also because Gatrell has a background 
in geography.
“I’m really liking you [Gatrell] very 
much because I’m a biology professor. You 
talk about trees and dirt and I don’t have 
to come to work and you’ll be alright with 
that,” Nathan said jokingly.
Britto Nathan said he hopes Gatrell’s 
values match up with those of the East-
ern community. Nathan said he loves the 
history, faculty and community of East-
ern, but he realizes compared to Bellarm-
ine University, Eastern has some difficult 
financial issues.
“How would you feel coming from an 
institution that is a private funded institu-
tion coming to an institution like Eastern 
where we are struggling a lot with finan-
cial problems?” Nathan asked.
Gatrell responded that although his 
current school does not have this issue, 
he had experience with this issue while 
working at Indiana State University dur-
ing the recession. Gatrell said he feels he 
is prepared and higher education is about 
the growth of the students no matter what 
university a person works at. 
“Ultimately, what we do in higher ed 
is we make qualitatively different people,” 
Gatrell said. “We transform eighteen-year-
olds to become engaged citizens, whatever 
that means for them. And we do so with-
in a safe environment where they can de-
velop personally and professionally and 
psychosocially.”
Chrissy Miller can be reached at 581-
2812 or clmiller9@eiu.edu.
OLIVIA SWENSON-HULTZ | THE DAILY EATSREN NE WS
Sara Triplett, grad student studying college student affairs admires 
her new echeveria, a relative of the cactus, during the Hug a Cactus 
event where participants get to decorate a pot, and take home a 
cactus in the bridge lounge on Thursday. “I’ve wanted succulents for 
a while, but I’m not good at gardening” says Triplett.
Davenport said now the pro-
gram has four academic advisers 
and three graduate assistants and 
the program currently makes use of 
a Nelson-Denny evaluation during 
orientation, but it does not offer 
assessments in writing and mathe-
matics. 
“I’m a firm believer that the pro-
gram is good,” Davenport said. “It 
will always be good. It will always 
be here. I have admitted quite a 
few students for the fall of 2017. 
Our yield has somewhat decreased, 
but so has enrollment.” 
Following Davenport’s initial re-
marks, Gene Deerman, associate 
professor of sociology, voiced her 
concerns about the proposed revi-
sions. 
She said she was surprised to 
learn that Eastern does not have 
the supports specified in an inter-
nal governing policy for students 
admitted under the Gateway pro-
gram. She said she could not sup-
port the program without it.
“The Eastern that I believe in, 
the Eastern that I am passionately 
committed to…is an Eastern that 
takes the students we admit and 
stands by them because we have 
admitted them,” Deerman said. 
“We believe in them and we pro-
vide them support that will result 
in a retention rate of over 80 per-
cent.” She said the retention rate is 
something she is especially proud 
of.
Josh Norman,  associate  v ice 
pres ident for  enrol lment man-
agement, served on the commit-
tee that reviewed Eastern’s admis-
sion requirements. Norman said he 
thinks there has been some confu-
sion surrounding the proposals. 
“This doesn’t have anything to 
do with what we set out to do as a 
committee,” Norman said. “There 
was never a discussion within the 
committee regarding that particu-
lar issue.”
Late r,  Norman sa id  tha t  he 
thought it was obvious that more 
discussion about the changes made 
to the Gateway section was needed. 
Deerman asked Provost Blair 
Lord whether he “had an aim on 
the table here to achieve efficien-
cies in advising.” 
“The discussion about the advis-
ing relocation was not initiated by 
me,” Lord said. 
Deerman pressed further and 
Lord said that the task given to 
him by President David Glassman 
with an inadequate budget is to 
seek the most efficient use of re-
sources he possibly can and that 
the discussion about advising was 
never something he initiated. 
As the council was soon to lose 
its quorum, James Bruehler, an 
economics professor, proposed ta-
b l ing  the  ac t ion.  The  counc i l 
agreed to table the proposals and 
the meeting was adjourned min-
utes later. 
The council did approve three 
items before discussing the Gate-
way program. 
CAA unanimously approved a 
senior seminar called, “Conspiracy 
Theories in the U.S.”
Marita Gronnvoll, a communi-
cation studies professor, said she 
began to offer “Conspiracy The-
ories in the U.S.” a few years ago 
as a communication studies special 
topics course after teaching a class 
in which many students unques-
tionably accepted the existence and 
influence of the Illuminati. 
“It seems even more salient now 
that conspiracy theories have kind 
of moved from the fringe into the 
mainstream,” Gronnvoll said. 
The CAA also approved revi-
sions to the sports media-relations 
minor, which will include the sub-
traction of one or two optional 
courses – publicity methods and 
public relations.
Finally, the CAA approved re-
visions to the sections of the cat-
alogue concerning academic dis-
missal and reinstatement, as well 
re-dismissal and reinstatement. 
The new language will address re-
quirements for courses taken at 
other institutions. 
Jason Hardimon can be reached at 
581-2812 or jrhardimon2@eiu.edu.
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10 Year Price ROLLBACK! 
1-2 PERSON RENTALS 
 
www.woodrentals.com 
 
Call for appointment to view! 
 
 
 
 
 1512 A Street / 345-4489 
For rent
CLASSIFIEDS
For rent
2 bedroom, 2 bath modern suite. 
Washer, dryer. Opposite Textbook 
Rental. $450 a month. 
(217) 549-4074
________________________ 3/31
Large 5 bedroom house for rent. 
3-5 tenants. 2 bathroom. Off-street 
parking high efficiency furnace. 
Washer, dryer, central air, trash in-
cluded. Available August 2017 for a 
10 or 12 month lease. Pictures on 
Craigslist. Call Pam at 
(217) 417-7522.  
________________________ 3/31
SIGN NOW. PAY LATER. 1 & 2 BED-
ROOM APARTMENTS. Sign your 
lease for Melrose or Brooklyn in 
March and pay no money down. 
(217) 345-5515. 
________________________ 3/31
Affordable studio apartment good 
campus location (217) 345-2516
_________________________ 4/3
Looking for 2-3 responsible stu-
dents to rent a nice house afford-
able for the right party interested in 
pursuing an education at Eastern 
call (217) 345-2516
_________________________ 4/3
Awesome 3 bedroom townhouse. 
Call 24 hours for details. 
(217) 549-2668.
________________________ 4/14
Fall 2017. Very nice houses, town-
houses, and apartments for 1-8 
people. 1-3 blocks from campus. 
Rent $250 - $400 per person. Call 
(217) 493-7559. 
www.myeiuhome.com
_________________________ 5/1
Recently Remodeled Student Rent-
al. $325 per bedroom. 
(217) 962-0790
_________________________ 5/1
STUDIO, 1, 2 & 3 BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS AVAILABLE. FALL 
2017. Great locations. Please con-
tact us for more information.  
(217) 348-8249 or visit our website 
at ppwrentals.com 
_________________________ 5/1 
Spring, Summer and Fall 1, 2, 3 & 4 
Bedroom apartments as low as 
$222.50  some close to campus Car-
lyle Apartments 217-348-7746 
www.charlestonILapt.com
_________________________ 5/1
Close to campus. Nice, clean apart-
ments. 1 and 2 bedroom. Starting at 
$250 a bedroom. For spring semes-
ter 2017, fall semester 2017. No 
pets. Fully furnished except beds. 
Off-street parking and laundry on-
site. Some restrictions do apply. Call 
or text (314) 334-3994. 
_________________________ 5/2
Help wanted
Bartenders wanted, flexible hours. 
Veterans of foreign wars post 
#4325. 1220 S. 19th Mattoon. Come 
pick up an application or call Cory 
217-493-1973
_________________________ 4/4
Bartender at Mac’s Uptowner. No 
experience necessary. Must be 21 
and available summer and 2017-
2018 school year. Pick up applica-
tion after 4 p.m. 623 Monroe
________________________ 4/12
$$
Scenic 71 acres with tillable land 
and timber; improved with a 
3,320-square-foot 5-bedroom 
ranch home with finished base-
ment, workshop, barn with apart-
ment. A must-see property only 10 
mi les  south of  Char leston! 
$599,000. Winnie Stortzum, Farm-
ers National Company, 109 East 
Main Street, Arcola. (800) 500-2693. 
www.farmersnational.com
________________________ 4/14
By Loren Dickson
Entertainment Reporter | @DEN_News
The annual Airband dance 
competition will start Greek 
Week in style 7 p.m. Friday in 
McAfee Gym.
All of Eastern’s sororities 
and fraternities can partici-
pate, with some teams practic-
ing for months in preparation.
Alpha Phi member Alli-
son Divello describes Airband 
as an opportunity for sorori-
ties to get together and com-
pete for something they love - 
dance.
“Last  year  (Alpha Phi) 
placed first!” Divello said. 
“That was really cool because 
that was my first year partic-
ipating. It was such a great 
feeling to have worked so 
hard…to come out with a win 
after how much energy we put 
into it.”
Divello said participating 
in the competition last year 
helped her grow a stronger 
bond with her sorority.
“We all got to know each 
other so much better, and it 
brought us all together,” she 
said.
Divello said she was not al-
lowed to disclose information 
about Alpha Phi’s theme, ap-
parel or music.
“I can’t tell you until you 
see it, it’s a surprise,” she said. 
“All I can tell you is that we 
will be on stage for three min-
utes dancing to a mix of all 
different types of music.”
There are many rules that 
sororities and fraternities must 
follow for the competition, 
Divello said.
“ We have  to  wear  our 
Greek colors,” she said. “We 
can’t swear, we have to use 
props, and we have to get cer-
tain things approved.”
The winning sorority and 
fraternity will receive a trophy 
and bragging rights.
Emily Adair, chief of Air-
band and Kappa Delta soror-
ity member, was in charge of 
choosing the judges for the 
event.
“I searched the Charleston/
Mattoon area for adults with 
dance experience and knowl-
edge of group performance,” 
Adair said. “I wanted to have 
judges that knew as must as 
possible about dance to ensure 
that each performance would 
be judged fairly.”
The judges this year will in-
clude a Walt Disney World 
Resort dancer, an owner and 
instructor of a dance studio, a 
dance coach, a couple of life-
long dancers and an Eastern 
alumnus.
Adair  has  a l so been in 
charge of setting up meet-
ings for the teams, setting up 
rehearsals and preparing all 
teams for competition day.
“I love dancing, so for me 
it’s been really fun to see how 
all of the work these chapters 
have put into their dances are 
really paying off,” she said.
Although the themes for 
the competition were not dis-
closed, Adair stated that audi-
ence members should expect 
to witness a unique theme 
from all of the different chap-
ters.
“Expect an experience…
the crowd will really be taken 
away at how creative they all 
are,” she said. 
Students and community 
members should not expect 
the Kesha concert on Saturday 
to conflict with Greek Week. 
Airband will take place on 
Friday, while the Kesha con-
cert will take place on Satur-
day and Greek Week will con-
tinue on Sunday with Greek 
Sing.
Loren Dickson can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or ladickson@eiu.edu.
Airband competition to start Greek Week
SUBMIT TED | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Lambda Chi Alpha finishes their performance at last year’s Airband competition Saturday at Lantz Arena. This year’s Airband 
performances begins at 7 p.m. Friday in the McAfee gym. Fraternities an sororities battle for bragging rights.
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Kylie Pelker fires the ball across the infield to Amber Toenyes for the out in the Panthers 9-1 
win over Tennessee State on Sunday. Pelker had two RBIs in the win.
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 By JJ Bullock
Softball Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern Illinois softball team will look to car-
ry momentum from their successful 3-1 weekend last 
week, into a weekend series with the ice-cold South-
east Missouri Redhawks
Southeast Missouri is on a seven game losing streak 
and is just 1-9 on their last ten games.  They have 
scored just runs over that span, ten of them coming 
in one game against Kansas City.
While the Redhawks had no problems hitting the 
ball, hitting .304 as a team, it’s been bringing people 
on base to score that’s been an issue for them. They 
rank just seventh in the conference with 146 runs 
scored. 
A matchup with a lineup struggling to score runs 
should bode well for an Eastern pitching staff that has 
been pitching well as of late. 
Outside of a rocky outing in the first game last 
weekend from  Jessica Wireman, both pitchers were 
on their game and watched their ERA’s come down 
to 2.80 for Wireman and 2.53 for  Michelle Rogers. 
“They both have been working really hard and 
turning it on in conference play,” senior catcher Ash-
lynne Paul said. “They have been really focusing on 
making the ball move and throwing it in the river.”
With Southeast Missouri struggling and Eastern 
on a three-game winning streak, the team is feeling 
good heading into this weekend. 
“I would say we are pretty confident,”  Paul said. 
“We have had a good week of practice preparing our-
selves for these two games (against the Redhawks). 
We definitely have momentum from the previous 
weekend with a three-game winning streak.”
The matchup with the Redhawks will be the first 
conference road matchup for the Panthers. Eastern 
played its first 28 games away from Williams Field 
and came out of it with a 14-14 record.  
Eastern is currently in a four-way tie for first place 
in the conference with a 3-1 record, so if it can grab 
both games from Southeast Missouri, it will put them 
securely in first place. 
The only problem Eastern faced was having a good 
start. Eastern fell into a hole and were forced to make 
comebacks, and as much as coach Kim Schuette 
loved the Panthers toughness to come back and win 
those games, getting a good start is going to be key. 
Both Rogers and Wireman pitched well in the se-
ries, but it took them an inning or two to get settled 
in. Both pitchers gave up early first inning runs, but 
after that shut down the opposing batters.
JJ Bullock can be reached at 
jpbullock@eiu.edu or 581-2812.
Softball to face Southeast Missouri
Panther baseball returns to action
 By Maher Kawash 
Baseball Reporter | @DEN_Sports 
The Eastern baseball team has the most 
momentum it has had all season and fac-
es the test of keeping it alive in conference 
play. 
The Panthers made the most of their 
five-game home stand with a 3-2 finish, but 
now return to the road against Tennessee 
Tech in a three-game series. 
It is sure to be one of the toughest tests 
yet  for  this  young Eastern team as  the 
Golden Eagles come in as the top team in 
the Ohio Valley Conference. 
Coming in at 20-7 overall ,  Tennessee 
Tech has translated its success quickly in 
conference play with a 9-0 record against 
OVC opponents. 
Luckily for the Panthers, their bats are 
the hottest they have been all season long. 
Eastern has posted seven or more runs in 
its last five games, and it has been accredit-
ed to clutch hitting and home runs. 
The Panthers’ offense will try to stay hot 
against three right-handers this weekend, 
and their strikeout pitch is what is key. 
The Golden Eagles starters for games one 
and two each have more than 30 strikeouts 
this season and ERA’s below 6.00. 
The toughest  matchup may come in 
game three as the Panthers face Chase Bur-
kett who holds a sub-5.00 ERA and a 4-1 
record in seven appearances this season. 
Opposing Tennessee Tech’s pitching staff 
will be Jake Haberer in game one followed 
by Michael McCormick in game two. 
Eastern has not announced its starter for 
game three. 
Haberber spends most of his time on the 
mound coming out of the bullpen, and has 
a 3.63 ERA to show for it. 
He’s been able to settle in this season af-
ter somewhat of a shaky season out of the 
bullpen a year ago. 
Those two starters face an even tougher 
task considering what lineup is set to face 
them. 
Tennessee State ranks atop the entire 
OVC in team batting as they come in with 
a .327 team average as well as scoring the 
most runs as 234. 
In comparison, Eastern comes in with a 
team batting average at .230 and just 92 
runs scored this season. 
Containing Ryan Flick will be a key for 
the Panthers as he ranks third in the OVC 
with a .429 batting average and 32 RBIs. 
Maher Kawash can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or mwkawash@eiu.edu. 
Sports Editor
Sean Hastings
217 • 581 • 2812
DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
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Senior John Piper competes in the 60 yard hurdles. Piper won the race in a time of 8.07 setting a new personal 
best.
 By Parker Valentine
Women’s Tennis Reporter
The Panthers come into this meet on 
a bit of a skid. They have been defeat-
ed in their last two matches and look to 
bounce back this weekend. They come 
into this match with a record of 9-6.
The Panthers have been successful on 
the road though. They are 7-3 in away 
matches this year.
Belmont has been less successful this 
year. They come into the weekend with a 
record of 3-12 and are 3-8 at home. They 
come into the weekend on a three-match 
losing streak.
The Panthers have found immense 
success against Belmont. They have not 
lost a single meet with the Bruins since 
Belmont joined the OVC conference. 
The Panthers are on a four-match win-
ning streak against the Bruins. 
The Panthers have not dropped a sin-
gle point against the Bruins in the past 
two years. 
In their most recent match against the 
Bruins, the Panthers earned a sweep, 7-0.
Tennessee native junior Grace Sum-
mers, senior Kelly Iden and sophomores 
Shristi Slaria and Abby Carpenter all 
notched wins in the sweep. 
Slaria and senior doubles specialist Ka-
mile Stadalninkaite paired up to notch a 
doubles win. Summers and Iden both 
notched doubles wins as well.
Friday’s matches are set to be-
gin at 2p.m. at Belmont’s Centennial 
Sportsplex.
The Panthers will not get much time 
off this weekend. They are set to take on 
Tennessee State on Saturday. 
Tennessee State started its spring sea-
son off strong, but has been in a slump 
recently. The Tigers started the season on 
a six game win streak, but have not won 
a match since. They are on a four-match 
losing streak.
All four of their losses have been in 
conference play, giving the Tigers an 
OVC record of 0-4. They are 6-4 over-
all on the season.
The Tigers are another team the Pan-
thers have had recent success against. The 
Panthers have swept the Tigers in each of 
the last four seasons.
Their most recent match up with the 
Tigers ended with the Panthers winning 
4-0. 
Iden and Summers both notched sin-
gles, as well as doubles wins in the match. 
Although the Panthers have had im-
mense success against these Tennes-
see teams in recent years, Coach Emily 
Wang will not allow complacency. 
“Our matches with Belmont and Ten-
nessee State will be tough as all teams 
in the OVC are strong this year,” Wang 
said.
The Panthers come into these match-
es with a bit of a chip on their shoulder. 
They are coming off a nail biting loss 
to Eastern Kentucky in Charleston last 
week.
“We have had a good week of practice 
so far. The team has felt the hurt of our 
losses to SIUE and EKU, but I can tell 
that they are very motivated to play their 
best tennis in the last several weeks of this 
season,” Wang said.
Competition gets an early start this 
Saturday, with play set to begin at 10a.m. 
Parker Valentine can be reached 
at 581-2812 or pivalentine@eiu.edu.
Panthers resume OVC play in Nashville
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Junior Maria Mosteva sends the ball back to her EKU opponent in her singles match March 24 at the Darling Courts. The Panthers will be in Nashville 
Saturday.
By Dillan Schorfheide
Men’s Tennis Reporter | @DEN_Sports
Eastern’s men’s tennis team will 
have two chances this weekend 
to win its first OVC conference 
match of the spring season.
The team lost  i t s  f i r s t  three 
OVC matches of the season.
The first match against Jackson-
ville State, which ranks first in the 
OVC along with Tennessee Tech, 
ended in a 6-1 loss for the Pan-
thers.
Eastern lost  i ts  second OVC 
match the day after the loss to 
Jacksonville State, losing to the 
Tennessee  Tech Golden Eagles 
7-0.
And Eastern’s third loss in OVC 
play came last Friday against East-
ern Kentucky, which also defeated 
Eastern 7-0.
Eastern’s first chance for its first 
conference win is Friday in Nash-
ville when the Panthers face Bel-
mont 
Belmont is currently 7-10 on 
the season, and the Bruins hold 
an overall series record of 4-0 over 
the Panthers.
As with Eastern Kentucky last 
Friday, the Panthers will be facing 
a team who has the player named 
OVC Male Tennis Athlete Player 
of the Week.
Bruins’  senior Cedric Dujac-
quier was given the honor by the 
OVC Wednesday.  Dujacquier de-
feated the University of Louis-
ville’s player in the No.1 spot Sun-
day in straight sets.  Louisville is 
ranked No. 34 nationally.  Du-
jacquier is unbeaten at the No. 1 
spot in conference play.
Saturday, Eastern will stay in 
Nashville to play conference op-
ponent Tennessee State.
The Tigers are one game over 
.500 on the year, standing at 5-4 
and sixth in the OVC.  The Tigers 
are winless in conference play like 
Eastern with an 0-1 record.  
Tennessee  State  i s  the home 
team for the matchup, recording a 
2-2 home record this season, rival-
ing the 1-13 away record for East-
ern.
This will be the first match for 
the Tigers in two weeks after los-
ing to Austin Peay 6-1 on March 
17.  Eastern holds a 17-1 series re-
cord over the Tigers, with Tennes-
see State’s only series win coming 
last year. 
Eastern has some momentum 
coming into the weekend.  
The Panthers defeated Marian 
University Sunday with a 7-2 fi-
nal score.  Freshman Gage King-
smith earned his first career win 
from the No. 1 spot after winning 
in three sets.  Kingsmith and du-
als partner junior Grant Reiman 
won their doubles match.  Junior 
Jared Woodson and duals partner 
redshirt senior Jacob Wendell won 
their doubles match as well.  
Freshman Marko Stefan Janjusic 
won his singles match, improving 
his singles record to 8-11 which is 
the best on the team.
Eastern will start the weekend 
Friday against Belmont at 2 p.m.
Dillan Schorfheide can be 
reached at 581-2812 or 
smhastings@eiu.edu.
Two OVC matches 
ahead for tennis
 By Alex Hartman
Track and Field Reporter | @DEN_Sports
With the changing of the seasons, the 
switch from the indoor track season to 
the outdoor season happens as well. They 
opened their outdoor season at SIUC at 
the Bill Cornell Classic in Carbondale last 
weekend.  
The team had a handful of first place 
and top five finishes to start off the out-
door season. Eastern brings back six; first 
or second team All-OVC from the indoor 
season, who will lead the team into the 
outdoor season. 
This week Eastern track and field 
comes home for their only home meet 
of the outdoor season. They will host the 
Big Blue Classic at O’Brien Field this Fri-
day and Saturday. There is a total of 18 
teams that will be competing at the meet, 
including; Bradley, College of DuPage, 
Grand Valley State, Illinois, UIC, Illinois 
State, Indiana State, Milikin, Milwaukee, 
Saint Louis, Valparaiso, Fort Wayne, Oliv-
et Nazarene and Western Illinois.
Field events are scheduled to start at 
1p.m. Friday and running events at 5:30 
p.m. 
On Saturday, field events start at 9:30 
a.m. and running at 11:30 a.m. 
Being a home meet certainly has its 
benefits for the team as well.
“Having a home meet has its advan-
tages. The local community there to sup-
port us and being able to sleep in our own 
beds is a huge advantage over the compe-
tition,” freshman distance runner Marcus 
Skinner said. 
At Eastern’s previous outdoor meet, 
there were over 20 top five finishers to 
start off the season. Two first place regu-
lars from the indoor season came out and 
earned first place in their events, with se-
nior distance runner Ruth Garippo win-
ning the women’s 5000 meter run. Then 
senior thrower Bryn Buckwalter won the 
women’s shot put.
Some other notable finishers were se-
nior sprinter Jamal Robinson who fin-
ished third in the 100m dash with a top 
OVC time this season.  Also junior jump-
er Chrisford Stevens posted the 36th best 
triple jump mark In the NCAA West Re-
gion with his third place leap of 47’7.25”.
The team is looking strong thus far in 
the outdoor season, and the athletes agree.
“We think we have a great chance at 
winning conference again! Everybody has 
been working so hard and we have a really 
strong group overall,” junior runner Caro-
line Collet said.
The next stop for Eastern Track and 
Field will be the Red Bird Invite at Illinois 
State, Normal Illinois April 8th. 
Alex Hartman can be reached at 
aihartman@eiu.edu or at 581-2812.
Eastern ready for first home meet
